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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 ACDA-19 IO-14 OMB-01 AF-10 TRSE-00 MC-02 

EB-11 DRC-01 /171W 

015936 

R 161815Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4830 
INFO USNATO 3321 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
EMMBASSY BRUSSELS 8850 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY LISBOA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 

CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 29609 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, FR, MCAP 

SUBJECT: INITIAL GOF CONCLUSIONS ON MILITARY IMPLICATIONS OF ME 
CONFLICT 

1. QUAI SOURCES TELL US THAT ONE OF THE CONCLUSIONS THEY HAVE 
DRAWN FROM THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT-A CONCLUSION SHARED BY 
FRENCH PERM REP DE ROSE-IS THAT IT IS TERRIBLY EXPENSIVE IN TERMS 
OF MANPOWER AND EQUIPMENT TO ENGAGE IN A SUSTAINED CONVENTIONAL WAR. 
FRENCH ARMED FORCES MINISTER GALLEY MADE THE SAME POINT BEFORE 
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NOVEMBER 8. GALLEY ESTIMATED THAT 3-4,000 TANKS WERE 
DESTROYED IN RECENT MIDDLE EAST FIGHTING, ADDING THAT FRANCE 
ITSELF CAN ONLY PRODUCE 200-300 LATE MODEL TANKS A YEAR. 

2.NOT SURPRISINGLY, BOTH GALLEY AND OUR QUAI SOURCES REACH 

THE SAME VERDICT:BASED ON THE SHEER EXPENSE OF CASUALITIES AND OF 

CONSUMABLE 

EQUIPMENT INVOLVED, IT IS HARD TO IMAGINE A CONVENTIONAL 
WAR OF LONG DURATION IN THE EUROPEAN THEATER. 

GDS 

IRWIN 
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